‘THE CARE AND PROTECTION OF YOUR PASTORS’
1 Timothy 5:17-20
THEME: How pastors and other elders should be treated.

Are pastors the same as elders?

Directing the affairs of the church

Preaching and Teaching

The church’s responsibility
In 1 Timothy 5:17-20 the Apostle Paul explains that a church should care for its pastors in two ways.  

I.  PROVIDE FOR YOUR PASTORS  1 Timothy5: 17, 18


Humble servants

Esteemed leaders

Ordinary Christians with extraordinary responsibilities


“Double honor”

II.  PROTECT YOUR PASTORS.  1 Timothy 5:19, 20.


Accusations

Evidence


Discipline

QUESTIONS FOR PERSONAL AND GR0UP STUDY

1 Timothy 5:17-20

1. What did you take for granted until something happened to make you pay attention to it?  Tell how it happened.
2. Describe what you consider to be the ideal relationship between elders and pastors in a church today.
3. Why do you think church members rarely consider this question: ‘What should our pastors expect of us?’
4. How can you encourage Pastor Fred, and Lead Pastor Eric when he arrives, to excel in their God-given ministries as pastors of Hillcrest Bible Church
5. Read Luke 22:24-27.  These were Jesus’ words to his disciples when they argued among themselves about who was the greatest.  How would pastors and elders demonstrate that they have taken Christ’s lesson to heart?

6. What standard would you use to measure a pastor’s faithfulness to his call?
7. How would you respond to someone who jokes, ‘The Lord can keep our pastor humble, and we’ll keep him poor’?
8. A pastor is both an employee of a local church organization, and a shepherd called by Christ to care for his spiritual flock.  What are some of the consequences of church members ignoring either one of these realities?
9. If a pastor or elder sins in such a manner as to be disqualified from church leadership, how should the matter handled?  See 1 Timothy 5:20; Galatians 6:1-2.
