“Sowing and Growing Fruit” 

Matthew 13:1-23

December 27, 2009

Sermon Notes

Introduction:

The ________ represents the ___________________.

The ________ is __________ everywhere. 
The ________ represents the ___________. 
Bearing fruit depends on the _______________ of the heart.
I.
The ________ represents those who heard with a _______________ heart.
The _______________ heart must be _____________.
Proverbs 28:14, Ephesians 4:18, Hebrews 4:12
II.
The __________ soil represents those who heard with a ___________ heart.

The ____________ heart must be ____________.
Hebrews 12:1-2, Matthew 6:14-15
III.
The __________ soil represents those who heard with a ___________ heart.

The ____________ heart must be _____________.
1 John 2:15-17, Mark 8:36, 1 Timothy 6:6-10, Matthew 18:8-9, 
_______________ is neither measured by the height of the plant nor the depth of the root.

True, saving faith, _________________.

James 1:22, James 2:14-26, Matthew 7:24-27, Luke 8:21
IV.
The ________ soil represents those who heard with a ___________ heart.

The _____________ heart must be ______________.
Matthew 13:15b, Mark 7:18, Mark 8:14-21
QUESTIONS FOR PERSONAL AND GROUP STUDY
“Sowing and Growing Fruit”

1. What additional insights do you have from Matthew 13:1-23?
2. Which soil type best represents the condition of your heart? Toward God, your spouse, your job, your neighbor?
3. What rocks in your life are impeding the growth of deep faith?
4. What thorns (worldly cares or influences) need to be removed from your life in order for your faith to bear fruit?
5. Using Ephesians 2:8-10, Matthew 7:24-27 and Matthew 6:14-15, explain the relationship between faith and works (fruit). Is salvation possible if one or the other is absent?
6. Will you consider investing 10 weeks in a class specifically designed to help you grow your faith and bear fruit?
