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THEME: The Sanctity of Human Life.
Humans: the most privileged creatures in the universe.
Psalm 8 shows us some uniquely human ways to celebrate our worth as God’s highest creation. 

I. WORSHIP GOD’S MAJESTY (8:1-2, 9)


The testimony of the earth and heavens

The evidence of babes and infants

II. PONDER HUMAN DIGNITY (8:3-5)


The sobering truth of human worth

The image effaced, but not erased
III. ACCEPT MANKIND’S RESPONSIBILITY (8:6-8)

Rulers over creation

Danger of abuse

QUESTIONS FOR PERSONAL AND GR0UP STUDY

Psalm 8

1. Apart from the abortion of infants, what other affronts to the sanctity of human life do you see in society today?
2. How does the Psalmist imply that human beings are unique among all God’s creatures?

3. How do you think “the mouth of babes and infants” (v.2) glorifies God?
4. Is there a particular amazing fact about our earth, the solar system, or your understanding of the universe that you can explain only by divine activity?
5. A line from the hymn, “How Great Thou Art” reads, ‘When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur and hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze, then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee, how great Thou art.’  Have you ever been in a particular place that overwhelmed you with a sense of wonder at the grandeur of God’s creation?

6. According to the theory of evolution mankind evolved from lower forms of life.  How do David’s words in Psalm 8 contradict such a claim?

7. How can this Psalm help you when you become discouraged by circumstances?

8. What unique role does mankind have with respect to the rest of God’s creation?  See Genesis 1:26-28; cf. Psalm 115:16.

9. How did mankind’s fall because of sin affect our ability to carry out our God-given task in creation?  See Genesis 3:17-19.

10. In his parable about the faithful and wise manager Jesus set forth the principle: “Everyone to whom much was given, of him much will be required; and from him to whom they entrusted much, they will demand more.” (Luke 12:48).  How do you think this should impact our responsibility to safeguard the sanctity of human life?

