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1.  _________________  ____________________.

Matt. 23:13

2.  _________________  _____________________.

Matt. 23:25-28;  Malachi 1:10

3.  _________________  vs.  ____________________

John 8:2-11;  Mark 2:16-17

QUESTIONS FOR PERSONAL AND GROUP STUDY

“I’ve Got a Real Problem with Organized Religion”

1. Have you ever found yourself saying this same statement?  What caused you to feel this way?  If you moved past it, what helped you to do so?
2. What are the biggest negatives about organized religion?  What are some positives?
3. Read 1 Peter 2:11-12.  Why is our behavior so important to the kingdom of God?  When we sin, in what ways does it affect more than just us?
4. What is the difference between doing the right things and doing things for the right reasons?  Does God prefer one over the other?  How can you tell the difference in a person’s life?
5. Many people dislike organized religion because it is “too judgmental.”  Read Luke 6:37 and then 1 Corinthians 5:9-13.  Do these two passages contradict each other?  Why or why not?  Is there an appropriate time to judge someone’s behavior?
6. Read Luke 6:41-42.  Why does having obvious sin in your life make you less effective at helping others?  In this passage, what is the point of getting the log out of your own eye?
7. How could Hillcrest be in danger of the pitfalls of organized religion?  If you were in charge of a church, what would you do to protect it from these pitfalls?
8. PRAYER EXERCISE - God has blessed Hillcrest in being an imperfect yet healthy church.  Pray for God’s continued hand of blessing on our church and for our leaders as they seek to make us even stronger for the years ahead.

