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The Lord’s Prayer - ___________________ vs. ______________________

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name. 

Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

QUESTIONS FOR PERSONAL AND GROUP STUDY

MATTHEW 6:7-15

1. Did you pray the Lord’s Prayer growing up?  What did it mean to you?
2. Jesus gave this prayer as a model for prayer, and not a mantra for endless repetition.  When does a prayer move from model to mantra?  Are there any other prayers that people pray that are more mantra than model?
3. Read Luke 18:1-8 and Matthew 6:7-8.  These two texts appear to be saying opposite things.  What is the difference between “heaping up empty phrases” and “not giving up in prayer”?
4. Jesus begins this prayer with the words “Our Father...”.  There is a great deal of significance in those two words.  What does it mean when Jesus speaks of God as “Our” Father (his and yours)?  How does seeing God as Father affect your view of him?  Do you have a positive or negative view of the word “father”?  Why?
5. The Lord’s Prayer is balanced between focus on God (the first three requests) and focus on us (the last three requests).  Would you say your prayers are balanced?  Are they more focused on God or more focused on you or about equal?   Why?
6. “Your kingdom come, your will be done...” (6:10).  What would it look like if God answered that prayer in your life this week?
7.  The Lord’s Prayer seems to tie the way we forgive others to the way God will forgive us.  Read Matthew 18:21-35. What does this tell us about a forgiving heart?  Why do you think God doesn’t respond well to our unforgiveness of others?  
8. PRAYER EXERCISE.  Have the leader read the Lord’s Prayer phrase by phrase, stopping after each one.  Have the group speak to God whatever they wish around the subject of that phrase.  Let the model of the Lord’s Prayer guide your group as they pray.

