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REASONS WHY GOD MAY NOT ANSWER

1.  _____________________  _______________________

Psalm 66:17-19


2.  Wrong  ___________________________

John 7:3-6

3.  Wrong  ___________________________

James 4:3

4.  ________________________ not ___________________________

2 Corinthians 12:7-9

5.  God’s _____________________  _________________________

Genesis 50:18-20

WHAT TO DO WHEN HE DOESN’T ANSWER

1. It’s OK to be ____________________ with your ___________________.  (1-2)

2. But don’t _____________________ _____________________. (3)

3. Remember his faithfulness to ________________________. (4-5)

4. Remember his faithfulness to ________________________. (6-10)

5. Don’t _______________ ________________.   (11)

QUESTIONS FOR PERSONAL AND GROUP STUDY

PSALM 22:1-11

1. What is one prayer in your life that God has not answered?  How does that lack of answer affect your view of God?
2. Has there ever been a time when, in hindsight, you were glad God didn’t answer your prayer?
3. Does seeing God answer someone else’s prayer, but not yours, increase or decrease your faith?  Why?
4. Parents know the challenge of having to say “no” to their kids when the kids don’t understand.  Why is it so difficult to explain this to a child?  Why do you think God sometimes chooses not to explain it to us?
5. Read Luke 22:42, the prayer of Jesus before he was crucified.  Did God answer this prayer?  Why or why not?  What is notable about the way Jesus prayed?
6. The Old Testament Jews had been promised a Messiah that would deliver them and bring salvation.  Read Luke 2:25-32.  Why did it take so long for Simeon to see this savior? (See Galatians 4:4). Why do you think God told him this ahead of time?
7. A friend of yours has prayed for something for a long time, and is beginning to get discouraged.   How would you counsel them?

