“WHAT AN IMPRESSIVE ENTRANCE!”

John 12:12-19

THEME: The Triumphal Entry (Palm Sunday).  

Jesus, a force to reckon with
The account of Christ’s triumphal entry in John 12:12-19 illustrates people’s reactions to Jesus’ entry into their world
I. ELATION.  John 12:12-13, 17-18


Jesus the deliverer


Jesus the miracle-worker


Jesus the Savior

II. CONFUSION.  John 12:14-16

The mystery of Jesus


Inauguration of a new era

III. FRUSTRATION.  John 12: 19

Jesus out of control

Jesus the threat
QUESTIONS FOR PERSONAL AND GR0UP STUDY

John 12:12-19

1. Tell your group about a grand ‘entrance’ you witnessed by a sports team or a celebrity, etc., that made a strong emotional impact on you.
2. What is your earliest recollection of Palm Sunday?

3. Jesus did not satisfy the nationalistic hopes of the crowd that shouted Hosanna! when he rode into Jerusalem on the donkey.  What are some of the mistaken expectations people have of Jesus today?
4. What does the Bible say Jesus came into the world to do?  See John 1:29; Luke 19:10; John 12:46-47.
5. In the ministry of Jesus, the Kingdom of God entered a world under the control of evil (Mark 1:14; 1 John 5:19).  Read Zechariah 9:9-10.  What does the manner in which Christ the King entered Jerusalem tell us about his intentions?

6. Tell of an experience in your life as a Christian when you learned the difficult lesson that Jesus Christ our Lord does not follow the scripts we try to write for him.
7. The Pharisees were proud religious leaders.  Jesus was a constant source of frustration for them.  How is Jesus a threat or frustration to proud religious people today?
8. In verse 19 the Pharisees complained, ‘Look, the world has gone after him.’  Share with one another in your group any reports you have heard about people in various parts of the world believing in Jesus as Savior and following him as Lord.
