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I. Introduction: Erma Bombeck’s Friend 

II. Servanthood is… (5:14-19)

III. How Intimidators Attack (6:1-5)

IV. Resist the Intimidators (6:6-6:16) 

  V.  Conclusion: Spurgeon’s Ceiling & Paderewski’s “Chopsticks”
· Describe a time when you felt the most alone.   Where was God in your life at that time?  
                  How did you get through that time?  

· What was the main point(s) of the Erma Bombeck story? 

· How would the world define a successful leader?

In what ways would that be similar & different than the church’s definition of a leader?

· Comment on each characteristic of servanthood that Nehemiah shares in Chapter 5. 

     (Selfless, sacrificial, generous, reasonable, etc.)  How difficult are these to apply to your life?    

· In what new ways can you be supportive of your leaders?

· How do you handle those who oppose and intimidate you?

· How did Nehemiah respond to the letters of Sanballat?

· What is the appropriate response to the stress you feel as a Christian leader?

· How do you respond to slander?

· How can you tell if the advice you receive from others is from God?

· Courage to deal with intimidators is not lack of fear, but moving ahead in spite of fear.
            What fears do you face?  How can you move forward in spite of the intimidators?

· What did Shemaiah want Nehemiah to do?  How did Nehemiah respond?

· Why were the enemies of Nehemiah “very disheartened in their own eyes”?

· What do the stories of Paderewski & Spurgeon teach us?  

