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THEME: Mary’s Example

Mary overrated and Mary underrated

Two crucial Christian terms
In Luke 1:36-45 Mary stands out as an ideal model for Christians today in two essential dimensions of genuine Christianity—faith and obedience.
I. MARY IS A MODEL OF FAITH. Luke 1:36-37, 39-40

Evidence for faith

Doubt and unbelief

Nourishment of faith


Honesty in faith
II. MARY IS A MODEL OF OBEDIENCE.  Luke 1:38, 41-45.

The courage to obey

Obedience affirmed

QUESTIONS FOR PERSONAL AND GROUP STUDY

Luke 1:36-45

1. Who is one of your “unsung heroes”—an underrated hero?
2. Name some people who are examples that you respect.  How do you aspire to emulate them?
3. True faith seeks evidence.  When and how did you find the evidence you needed for your faith to be authentic and strong?
4. Describe some differences between doubt and unbelief.
5. How do you keep your Christian faith well nourished?
6. Elizabeth’s pregnancy was the result of divine intervention.  Tell of something you have seen or experienced that has “God’s fingerprints” all over it.
7. Tell of an occasion when you sensed God’s affirmation after you took a major step of obedience to Him.

8. Read Luke 1:32-33.  What do you think Mary thought and felt when she saw her Son dying on a cross?

9. What do you think is the best approach in trying to help someone whose honest doubts are keeping him/her from becoming a Christian?

