“EASTER: WHAT’S IN IT FOR ME?”  

1 Corinthians 15:1-20

THEME: The resurrection of Jesus Christ.


Religious tradition
In 1 Corinthians 15:1-20 the Apostle Paul provides answers to the question, “Easter: What’s in it for me?”  
I. YOU GET THE BIG PICTURE YOU WANT.  1 Corinthians 15:1, 3, 4, 11


The central truth


The sin problem


The Christian faith

II. YOU GET THE VALID EVIDENCE YOU EXPECT.  1 Corinthians 15:5-10


Subjective confirmation


Objective evidence


An extraordinary witness

III. YOU GET THE ASSURING HOPE YOU NEED.  1 Corinthians 15:1-2, 12-20


Faith and hope

Worthless faith


The basis of hope
QUESTIONS FOR PERSONAL AND GR0UP STUDY

1 Corinthians 15:1-20

1. Is there a tradition in your family that you have maintained purely for sentimental reasons?
2. When did Easter, or Resurrection Sunday, become more than a tradition to you?

3. Paul called Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection the priority in the Christian faith (vv. 3-4).  What can a church do to ensure that this always remains first in importance in its life and ministries?

4. Read verse 11.  To what extent do you think the gifts and personality of a preacher or teacher affect what people believe?

5. Can a person have a genuine faith in Christ without dealing with the evidence for his resurrection?  What about children who sincerely put their faith in Jesus as their Savior?  How important is it for them to deal with the evidence?

6. What made the Apostle Paul a credible witness to Christ’s resurrection?  What set him apart from the others (vv. 9-10)?
7. In today’s pluralistic culture people claim that there are many ways to God.  Explain how the Bible contradicts such a claim.  (e.g. John 6:68; 14:6; Acts 4:12)
8. How would you respond to someone who states that in order to be a Christian you don’t have to believe that Jesus arose physically from the dead?

9. Why is Jesus Christ’s resurrection the basis of your hope as a Christian (v. 20)

