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(Ephesians 6:2–3 ESV)

“Honor your father and mother” (this is the first commandment with a promise), “that it may go well with you and that you may live long in the land.” 
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_______.

2.  The Sacrifice of _____________________.


Luke 8:7,14

3.  The Sacrifice of _____________________.

4.  The Sacrifice of the _____________________ _____________________.


Proverbs 22:6;  Psalm 127:3;  Proverbs 31:28,31

QUESTIONS FOR PERSONAL AND GROUP STUDY

“Dear Mom”

1. What is the greatest sacrifice your mom had to make?  What did that sacrifice cost her?  Was the sacrifice worth it?  Why or why not?
2. “Having a child is good for a marriage.”  In what ways would you agree with this statement?  In what ways would you disagree?
3. This month marks the 50th Anniversary of “The Pill”.  For the first time in human history, sexual intimacy was split from having children through the invention of oral contraception.  How do you think this development has affected Motherhood?  Fatherhood?  The way we look at children?
Have a volunteer read Psalm 127:3-5.  Then, how would you counsel a friend who made this statement:

4. My husband and I have decided not to have children.  There’s nothing wrong medically -- we are simply too busy.  We both have careers, bills to pay, places we want to travel, and having a child would be really difficult. Besides, we’re really not cut out for having kids anyway.
5. Having children adds significant stress to a family’s schedule.  Often the marriage relationship suffers because husband and wife don’t have much time left over to invest in each other.  What are some ways a married couple can protect their marriage and ensure enough time for just the two of them?
6. The fruit of a mother’s labors is best seen far in the future, when a child is fully grown and the full impact of her investment is made known.  Yet this can be hard to see with a two-year old in the trenches of mothering.  How do you remind yourself about the “long look”?  How does a mother keep herself encouraged when the finish line is so far ahead?

