WATER BAPTISM

Matthew 28:18-20; Acts 2, 8, 16; Romans 6:3-4

THEME: Baptism of believers by immersion
Water baptism is a Christian ordinance

The meaning of “sacrament”
Baptism is not to be regarded as a means of salvation.
We gain an accurate understanding of water baptism from the biblical answers to three basic questions
I. WHY DO WE BAPTIZE?  Matthew 28:18-20


Christ’s command

Not “baptismal regeneration”
II. WHOM DO WE BAPTIZE?   Acts 2:41; 8:12.


Believers’ baptism described in the Book of Acts

The question of infant baptism
III. HOW DO WE BAPTIZE?  Romans 6:3-4


The meaning of the word “baptize”

The spiritual symbolism in baptism
QUESTIONS FOR PERSONAL AND GR0UP STUDY
The Ordinance of Water Baptism
1. What is the chief difference in meaning between the terms “Sacrament” and “Ordinance.”
2. In your group discuss the relative merits of the early church practice of baptism immediately upon conversion and the common practice today of delaying baptism for some time after becoming a Christian. 
3. Read Acts 2:38.  How would you respond to someone who points to this Scripture to support the view that baptism is essential to salvation?

4. Read Acts 16:30-34.  How would you answer someone who maintains that this portion of Scripture supports the practice of baptizing children?
5. Explain the viewpoint of Christians who teach that infant baptism is a sign of the new covenant that Christ inaugurated.
6. Read 1 Corinthians 12:12-13.  How does baptism symbolize the union of a person with Jesus Christ, so that believers are addressed as “in Christ Jesus” (e.g. Romans 8:1)?
7. Having heard the personal testimonies of faith from those who were baptized during the morning service, compile your own testimony that deals primarily with your own repentance and placing your faith in Christ alone as your Savior.
