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A THORN IN THE FLESH

2 Corinthians 12:7; Galatians 4:12-16; 6:11-12

PURPOSE OF SICKNESS

1.  To ______________ us of the _________________ and the __________________.

Romans 8:19-23; 2 Corinthians 4:16; Revelation 21:4

2.  To increase our _______________________.

2 Corinthians 12:7; Psalm 119:71

3.  To ____________________ us for doing ________________________.

2 Chronicles 26:19; 1 Corinthians 11:27-30

4.  To _____________________ God’s _________________________.

John 9:1-3

PRAYING FOR HEALING

1.  ________________ with __________________ to take the sickness away.  

2 Corinthians 12:8

2.  Pray with _____________________.  

2 Corinthians 12:8; Luke 18:1-8

3.  Enlist the ___________________ of _____________________.

James 5:14-16

4.  ___________________ God for the _____________________.

2 Corinthians 12:9-10

5.  ____________________ in _______________________.

2 Corinthians 12:9-10

QUESTIONS FOR PERSONAL AND GROUP STUDY

2 CORINTHIANS 2:7-10

1.  Can you think of a time when:

· God said “no” to your prayer request -- and you later realized that you had been asking for the wrong things?
· God said “slow” to your prayer request -- and you later realized, after God provided for you, that your original timing had been wrong?
· God said “grow” to your prayer request -- and you later realized that, by withholding an immediate answer, God had matured your character? 
Have you ever prayed for God to heal someone and seen him answer that prayer?  Share the stories.

Read Acts 28:8.  Paul healed many people through God’s power.  Why didn’t Paul just heal himself?

Read 1 Thes. 5:16-18.  Last week we talked about the importance of giving thanks.  Brainstorm ten different things to thank God for in the midst of sickness.

What kinds of issues are “too small” to bring to God?  What two or three things you have been neglecting to pray about because they seem too small to bother God with?

What are some dangers of sharing prayer requests about people’s health issues with others?  When should you share a request and when should you not?

Why do you think God delights in healing people of sickness?

2. Some pastors teach that God always desires to heal people of their diseases, but doesn’t because of their lack of faith.   What do you see as weaknesses of this teaching?  The dangers?   
Some questions adapted from “Prayer Coach” by Jim Nicodem.

